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Report of Yale Alumni Association Assembly & Alumni Fund Convocation 
New Haven, November 10-11, 2022 

 
By William M. Mace, Class of 1967 Yale Alumni Association Representative 

 
The "official" Yale summary of the events can be found here.  I submit this Report having 
attended the 2022 Convocaion on behalf of our elected YAA Delegate, Chris Kule, who is 
recovering from an illness.  
 
The theme of the 2022 Assembly was "Yale's Global Initiatives:  Impact for Humanity."  Not 
surprisingly, celebrating the newly opened Jackson School for Global Affairs was the occasion 
for selecting this theme.  This expanded on the program at our 55th Reunion last May and the 
School's formal opening in October .  As most of you know well, the money and initiative of our 
classmate, John W. Jackson and his wife, Susan G. Jackson, established the Jackson Institute, 
which grew to become the first new professional school at Yale in four decades.   Most of the 
programming occurred on one day (Friday) and in two places (Sprague Hall and the Omni 
Hotel). 
 
This was the first "in-person" gathering since 2019 and that alone elevated the mood of the 
meetings.  The weather was in the 70's each day.   I heard the head of a Texas Yale Club 
complain that she'd brought warm clothes for New Haven, but for this weekend, it was much 
warmer in New Haven than in Texas.   
 
 

Thursday, November 10 
 

The only scheduled activities for the first day were campus tours (I went to the Schwarzman 
Center), a YAA Awards Ceremony, and dinners for delegates.   Many of you have visited the 
Schwarzman Center by now, either at our Reunion or on other occasions.  For those of you who 
have not, I can report that "Commons is still Commons" but it can be turned into 21st century 
multimedia space when called for.  Below Commons is space for informal eating and drinking, 
lounging, and a convenience store.  Above Commons is student performance space, meeting 
space, and academic and emotional support space.  At the moment, Commons itself is open 
continuously from 11 am to 3 pm 5 days a week.  None of the facilities are open to the public.  
The official description is on their website. 
 
This leadership gathering combines two separate organizations, the Yale Alumni Association 
and the Yale Alumni Fund.  The volunteers leading the YAA are the Board of Governors.  Here is 
a full list of the current YAA Board of Governors.   The Alumni Fund Board of Directors is much 
larger, but our classmate, Bob Allison, is a current member. 

https://alumni.yale.edu/news/alumni-leaders-explore-yales-impact-humanity-2022-yaa-assembly-and-yale-alumni-fund?utm_source=YAA-news&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=December-2022
https://news.yale.edu/2022/10/17/yale-celebrates-opening-jackson-school-global-affairs
https://schwarzman.yale.edu/
https://alumni.yale.edu/groups/yaa-assembly/yaa-board-governors
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YAA presented its Board of Governors Excellence Awards at a late afternoon meeting in the 
Omni Hotel.  Award presenters were Vice Chair, Jennifer Madar '88, Board Member, Lydia 
Cristobal '16, and Board Member, Mark Badger '91.  A list of recipients is here.    This list 
illustrates the variety of Alumni organizations and activities around the globe.  It is an excellent 
source of ideas and inspiration.  Some of the recipients did not have a representative present to 
receive the award.   After several absences in a row, the award to the Yale Club of Hong Kong 
was announced and assumed to have no representative present.  But Lo! A recipient jumped up 
and rushed forward to receive the award to enthusiastic cheering.  
 
Moira Coe from Admissions presented Alumni Schools Committee Awards, recognizing that 
4000 alums have conducted 11,000 interviews.   Mark Grossman of Oklahoma City, and the 
Kuala Lumpur club received Alumni Schools Ambassador Awards, as did the Manhattan Schools 
Committee.  YAA Executive Director, Weili Cheng '77, then presented the YAA Leadership 
awards to five notable volunteers selected by the YAA staff. 
 
Dinner that evening was designed to bring delegates together informally to meet and exchange 
information and ideas.  I met people from older classes and maintained contact through the 
remainder of the weekend. Among many other things, we discussed the ambitious Class of '65 
monthly ZOOM program.   

Friday, November 11 
 
The formal program for the day was introduced by Xiaoyan Huang '91, the Chair of the YAA 
Board of Governors.   
 
The weekend theme, "Yale's Global Initiatives," was pursued in the morning program through 
(1) the welcome from President Salovey, (2) a video about the Jackson School, (3) an interview  
conducted by Salovey with Dean Levinsohn of the Jackson School, and (4) a "big screen" 
interview with Ambassador Paul Simons '77 about the role of Senior Fellows at the Jackson 
School.  Simons was speaking live from Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt just a few minutes before 
President Biden was to speak at the UN Climate Change Conference, COP27.   
 
Salovey Welcome and the Jackson School 

President Salovey's opening remarks described increasing assaults on truth around the world and 
the importance of Yale's standing up for critical inquiry as well as reviving trust in expertise.  He 
asserted that "we [Yale] have to show the world that we welcome dissenting opinion." This 
presentation drew heavily on his August 22 address to first-year and transfer students, but 
modified the focus to highlight the roles of the Jackson School.  This earlier address was published 
in the Nov / Dec issue of the Yale Alumni Magazine.  

The Jackson School brings faculty members from a variety of disciplines into the classroom and, 
most significantly, adds practitioners in world affairs in the role of Senior Fellow.  President 

https://alumni.yale.edu/news/yaa-board-governors-excellence-awards-celebrate-incredible-accomplishments-yale-alumni
https://alumni.yale.edu/news/2022-yaa-leadership-awards-honor-exemplary-alumni-volunteers
https://alumni.yale.edu/news/2022-yaa-leadership-awards-honor-exemplary-alumni-volunteers
https://alumni.yale.edu/people/xiaoyan-huang
https://jackson.yale.edu/person/paul-simons/
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Salovey referred to the "rotating cast" of Senior Fellows, ranging from Howard Dean ‘71 to Ross 
Douthat.  For 2022-2023, there are 17 Senior Fellows.     

 
After the President's opening, a video about the Jackson School was shown, followed by 
President Salovey interviewing  Dean Levinsohn.   Levinsohn said that he was not satisfied with 
ambitions to become one of the best schools of Global Affairs in the country, but to be the best 
on Day 1 -- which he thinks is a defensible claim.  To be great does not require being large.  The 
main graduate program, the Masters in Public Policy, accepts about 40 students per year.   
Applicants are required to have had at least one year of public service when they apply.  One 
third to one half are Veterans (a statistic given extra emphasis because this was Veterans Day).  
President Salovey quipped that he hated university rankings, but could not help but be pleased 
that Yale was ranked first for Veterans by U.S. News.  The teaching commitment of the Jackson 
School is shown by its openness to undergraduates and its popularity.  There are about 2000 
undergraduate enrollments per year in Global Affairs courses and 100 student majors.    
 
Climate change is a current emphasis of the School.   To drive home that point, Salovey and 
Levinsohn introduced Ambassador Paul Simons '77 on a large screen above the stage to provide 
more detail about Jackson School Senior Fellows.  Speaking from COP27 in Egypt, Simons noted 
that many of the top people at the conference were Jackson Fellows, and that he had 30 Yale 
students with him at the conference "in support."   
 
As a climate and clean energy specialist, he described the Emerging Climate Leaders program, 
which he leads.   This is an 8-month program bringing together 16 young professionals from 
around the world who already are established as leaders on climate and energy matters in their 
own countries.  Simons took great pride in the fact that they had a 100% yield  -- that is, all of 
the applicants offered the fellowship accepted it. 
 
Trustee Panel 
 
The next morning event was the Trustee Panel, introduced by Weili Cheng.  She noted that out 
of 16 members of the Board of Trustees (formerly or formally -- take your pick -- known as the 
Corporation), 6 are Alumni Fellows.  However, she underscored that the Trustees do not 
represent any particular constituency -- Trustees represent ALL of Yale.  This was a recurring 
theme throughout Trustee portion of the program. 
 
Three Trustees were present:  Senior Trustee, Joshua Bekenstein '80; Joshua Steiner '87; and 
Marta Tellado  '02 Ph.D. .  They each gave brief accounts of how they first came to Yale.  Steiner 
asserted the importance of transparency and then described the committee structure of the 
Board.  Tellado described what it is like to be a new Board member, praising the more 
experienced members for helping her to get up to speed.   Bekenstein said that it is his job, as 
Senior Fellow to know what other board members are thinking about key issues and to 
maintain contact with President Salovey.  In later discussion, he repeated the theme that all 
Trustees are equal in terms of who they represent.  He said that the newest Trustee elected by 

https://jackson.yale.edu/about/meet-us/senior-fellows/overview/
https://jackson.yale.edu/international-leadership-center/climate/
https://alumni.yale.edu/news/yale-alumni-trustees-discuss-leadership-and-engagement-during-assembly-and-convocation
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the alumni, Fred Krupp, is the person most contacted by alumni, as if he is their special 
representative.  Bekenstein was keen to assert that other Trustees care about alumni as well 
and that Krupp should not be singled out this way.   
 
Then these Trustees answered some questions that had been submitted in advance. 
 
In answer to a question about finances, Steiner joked that no one really understands Yale 
finances, but among the responsible accounting practices, that for capital replacement, 
inflation is factored in -- and that is not a common practice.   He said that Yale has a 5-billion-
dollar budget and the Medical school is a full half of that, then underscored the problem of 
managing "to scale." 
 
In describing an example of business at a meeting, one of the Trustees described deliberations 
over details of 100 College Street, without describing what the 100 College Street project was.  
Presumably we will hear more in due time.   The main commitment for the 100 College street 
space is the newly coalescing Wu Tsai Institute. 
 
Yale Veterans Day Ceremony 
 
The Yale Veterans Day Ceremony was scheduled for Beinecke Plaza, but was moved inside to 
Woolsey Hall because of rain.  Cadets and Midshipmen in dress uniform stood on the stage.   
This year marked the 10th Anniversary of the return of ROTC to Yale.  The ceremony was quite 
impressive and emphasized the needs of veterans after completing their service, in keeping 
with what we have heard from our classmate, Karl Marlantes.     The main scheduled speaker 
was Michael Sullivan, LAW '24, who had been an active duty Marine from 2013 - 2018.  Yale 
College Assistant Dean Risa Sodi was given the “Veterans Day Tribute” for her support of 
veterans at Yale. 
 
Senator Richard Blumenthal of Connecticut made an unannounced appearance and touted 
legislation he had sponsored, then praised the West Haven VA Hospital as a model VA hospital, 
an impression one doesn't always get from the local newspapers.   A brass ensemble from the 
Music School played the anthem of each branch of the service -- including the Space Force.  The 
uniformed students on stage joined in lustily when the song of their own service was played. 
 
About midway through the ceremony, a student in the front row collapsed to the floor of the 
stage.   It was hot and stuffy on stage because of the unseasonably warm weather. The program 
stopped completely for a few moments until people felt it was acceptable to continue.   The 
ever-present Chair of the Alumni Association, Xiaoyan  Huang, leaped from her seat in the 
audience and ran back stage to assist.  Huang is a cardiologist from Portland, Oregon (our class 
has one of those too).   She sent out word right away that the student had fainted and was ok.   
She referred to the incident again in her remarks at the Yale Medal Ceremony that evening. 
 
Alumni Fund report 
 

https://news.yale.edu/2021/02/16/yale-new-neuroscience-institute-unravel-mysteries-cognition
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At 1 pm, at lunch in the Omni Hotel, there was a keynote address by Joan E. O'Neill,  Vice-
President for Alumni Affairs and Development, reporting on the status of the for-Humanity 
campaign. Here is the most recent  “for Humanity  Annual Report." 
 
Yale Medal Awards 
 
The final event, in the newly renovated Commons, was the awarding of the Yale Medal to 5 
distinguished alums.  This is the highest award given by the YAA.  Again presiding, was the 
Board of Governors Chair, Xiaoyan Huang.   The large screen video that was an integral part of 
the ceremony showed off some of the new media capabilities of the Schwarzman Center. 
 

Saturday, November 12 
 

Yale vs. Princeton Football Game 
 
Great day for a great game.   The weather was warm and there was no rain.  In fact, there was 
sunshine.   Classmates known to be at the game were George Lazarus, Dick Lawler, George 
Pataki, Bill Messinger, and Dave Richards.  Princeton arrived undefeated, but with a win, Yale 
still had a path to the Ivy League championship.  Yale was up to the task, but by a whisker.   
Princeton's last drive that could have won the game ended with an incomplete pass in the end 
zone.  Yale's offense relied on a fine offensive line and strong running by quarterback, Nolan 
Grooms and running back, Joshua Pitsenberger. They ran for 152 and 108 yards, respectively.  
The ball handling in the backfield was superb, with Princeton defenders repeatedly gang 
tackling a running back who did not have the ball -- Grooms was keeping the ball and making 
great yardage. Princeton's attack was nearly all in the air, with quarterback Blake Stenstrom 
throwing for 367 yards and 3 touchdowns (Yale intercepted him twice).   The key play of the 
game came in the fourth quarter after Princeton's third touchdown.  Yale defender, Adam 
Raine, blocked the extra point, leaving Yale's lead at 24 - 20 and Princeton with no chance for a 
tying field goal.  With Princeton behind them, Yale was ready to travel to Cambridge to play for 
the Ivy League championship. 
 
 

https://forhumanity.yale.edu/campaign-report-2022?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=read%20the%20report&utm_campaign=2021%E2%80%932022%20For%20Humanity%20Campaign%20Report
https://alumni.yale.edu/news/catalysts-and-innovators-headline-2022-yale-medal-recipients
https://alumni.yale.edu/news/catalysts-and-innovators-headline-2022-yale-medal-recipients

